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1. Newly submitted claims 32 and 33 are directed to one of the other species, such as species 
"A" to "G", due to the fact that the auxiliary mirror is located within the general perimeter of the 
main viewing mirror reflective which is not the case with elected species "O", which clearly 
illustrates that the auxiliary mirror is located outside of the general perimeter of the main viewing 
mirror reflective. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented invention, 
this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for prosecution on the 
merits. Accordingly, claims 32 and 33 are withdrawn from consideration as being directed to a 
non-elected species. See 37 CFR 1. 142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/06/02 have been folly considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argues that the reference to McColgan et al does not teach the auxiliary 
mirror being shaped and portioned for primarily viewing a vehicle which is located in the driver's 
blind zone. The examiner disagrees and refers applicant to colunm 3, lines 59 to 64, which clearly 
states that the auxiliary mirror facilitates the better sighting of vehicles in the driver's blind spots. 

3. The follov^ng is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Tobin , Jr. 
C952). 

Tobin, Jr. discloses a mirror assembly comprising a main viewing mirror (30, 60), an 
auxiliary mirror (32, 62) having a magnification less than that of the main viewing mirror and 
means (40, 66) for selectively varying the intensity of the reflection fi'om at least a portion of said 
mirror assembly. See Figures 1-4 and the associated description thereof 

5. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by McColgan et 
al C467). 

McCoigan et al discloses a mirror assembly comprising a main viewing mirror (4), an 
auxiliary mirror (8) having a magnification less than that of the main viewing mirror and means 
(40) for selectively varying the intensity of the reflection fi*om at least a portion of said mirror 
assembly. See Figures 1-15 and the associated description thereof 



Application/Control Number: 09/733,410 
Art Unit: 2872 



Page 4 



6. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kanazawa 
('532). 

Kanazawa discloses a mirror assembly comprising a main viewing mirror (52), an auxiliary 
mirror (54) having a magnification less than that of the main viewingmirror and means (56) for 
selectively varying the intensity of the reflection fi-om at least a portion of said mirror assembly. 
See Figures 1 A and IB and the associated description thereof 

7. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Mou ('993). 
Mou discloses a mirror assembly comprising a main viewing mirror (1 1), an auxiliary 

mirror (12) having a magnification less than that of the main viev^ng mirror and means (131) for 
selectively varying the intensity of the reflection fi-om at least a portion of said mirror assembly. 
See Figures 2A to7 and the associated description thereof 

8. Claims 5-15 are allowed. 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
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1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final 
action. 

10 Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to R. D. Shafer at 
telephone number (703) 308-4813. 

RDS 

January 24, 2003 




